
SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES 

Isaiah 2:1-5.  Advent 1, 2004. 

 The prophet Isaiah wrote some of the most glorious 

poetry of the ancient world.  We will have the privilege of 

reading some of it on these advent Sundays before 

Christmas.  Isaiah 2 contains the poetic vision of a world at 

long last at peace.  I read a piece in one of our devotional 

booklets in which the writer remembered visiting his 

grandfather’s farm in Southern Virginia when he was a boy.  

It was a kerosene lit, cast iron stove heated farm.  When it 

was dark you simply went to bed, he wrote.  “My cousins 

and I would explore the old farm buildings looking for 

treasures to hide under our beds.  One day in the 

smokehouse I discovered such a treasure: a Civil War sword.  

My grandfather used the sword to harvest corn.   The 

appropriateness of that use was lost on me when I was a 

boy, but today I rejoice in it.  General Grant had sent the 



defeated confederate soldiers home with their horses, mules 

and side arms.  At least one side arm had been used for the 

reconstructing of a peaceful life.”   “They shall beat their 

swords into plowshares,” as Isaiah prophesied. 

Isaiah was a prophet who lived about 750 BC – 700 BC.  

He delivered God’s message to both the Northern kingdom 

of Israel centered in Samaria and the Southern kingdom of 

Judah centered in Jerusalem.  It was a time when military 

alliances with the dominant empires of the time led both 

Israel and Judah to disaster.  Isaiah warned both rulers to 

stay out of these alliances and trust the Lord.  The prophet 

called the leaders and people to offer honest worship to 

God.  He told them to back up their worship with ethical 

living and the practice of social justice.    

 Chapter 1 is a withering condemnation of the 

degeneracy of the culture of the day in Jerusalem.  But 

chapter 2:1-5 holds up the hope of a renewed city of 



Jerusalem, which fulfills the role of peacemaker amongst the 

nations. 

 V.2 “In the days to come the mountain of the Lord’s 

house shall be established as the highest mountain.”   He is 

speaking of the same Temple mount we see today, where 

the Mosque, the Dome of the Rock, is to be seen.  In reality 

it is a hill, not a mountain.  But in Isaiah’s vision it has 

become the highest mountain, and all the nations will make 

pilgrimage there to learn the ways of the Lord.  Read v. 2-3. 

 When Jean and I visited Chartres, just outside Paris, we 

visited the Cathedral and afterwards we walked down to the 

river and the old town.  It was quite a way down and when 

we looked back the Cathedral sat atop a hill in all its 

majesty.  Pilgrims from the 13th century onwards climbed 

that steep hill looking up the heavenly Cathedral.  So it was 

in Jerusalem, as pilgrims walked towards Mount Zion. 



 Mountains are always seen as holy places because they 

are the point where heaven and earth touch, so forming the 

meeting place between God and humankind.   The theme of 

the God of Israel being the Lord of all the nations is a 

prominent theme of the later chapters of the book.  It is 

remarkable for a prophet of an ancient religion to proclaim 

such a universal theme.  In the ancient world gods were 

rulers of particular tribes and nations, and dominated other 

nations by conquest.  It was unusual for a god to claim to be 

the Lord of all the nations. 

 This God will be an arbitrator between the nations and 

will make decisions fairly (v.4) and “they will beat their 

swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks, 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 

they learn war any more”.  What a remarkable vision for an 

8th century BC Hebrew prophet!  The poetry has power, 

which has persisted through thousands of years. 



 How wonderful it would be if Jerusalem could fulfill the 

role given it here in the prophet’s vision.  “Out of Zion shall 

go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem”.   Zion originally referred to the hill of Zion where 

Solomon’s temple was built, but it came to mean simply 

Jerusalem.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Jerusalem could be 

an international city, as originally conceived in the UN 

mandate of 1947, administered by Israel, the Palestinian 

Authority and the United Nations.  No one nation would 

claim the city as their own.  It would be shared by all the 

nations of the world, and instead of being a place of division, 

it would be a city of study and pilgrimage for the whole 

world.   Afterall Jerusalem means foundation of peace 

(shalom/salaam). 

 I would love to see the United States leading the world 

in the promotion of peace, in turning swords into 

plowshares.  I applaud President Bush for calling together 



nearly all the middle eastern nations to discuss a peaceful 

settlement to the Palestinian question.  I wish he had done 

this earlier in his presidency.  It is the right direction to go, 

and would solve so much animosity towards our nation in 

the middle east. 

 But as a nation we have to acknowledge our complicity 

in the ways of war.  The United States sells more armaments 

on the world market than the rest of the world combined.  

Armaments are showcased in times of war, and I believe 

that is why we get involved in wars every few years, 

because of the influence of what President Eisenhower 

called the military industrial complex.   “Every gun that is 

made, every warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies 

… a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those 

who are cold and not clothed” said President Eisenhower in 

1953.    



Swords into plowshares is a powerful vision, which 

draws us towards a world living at peace. We need peace on 

our own streets and in our own homes too.   

This vision of peace begins with each one of us.  What 

can I do?  It begins in families, which make a commitment 

to living peacefully with one another and the world.  We live 

in a violent society and as Christians we must oppose that 

violence every way we can.   

 Violent and abusive behavior is everywhere.  It is 

largely because of the inability to deal with anger and 

sadness.  Much anger is an expression of a deeper sadness, 

which goes unheeded.  Instead of tears being shed, blood is 

shed instead.  Instead of dealing with our inner grief we 

blame someone else.  The solution begins with each one of 

us right in our own families.  It is up to fathers and mothers 

to set standards in their own home, standards of respect, 



forgiveness, listening, honest communication of feelings, and 

courageous faith.  We need a spiritual revolution. 

It takes courage to make a stand against violence and 

to show compassion for those caught up in its destructive 

cycle.  Amelia Earhart said, “Courage is the price that life 

exacts for granting peace.”  And the good news is that those 

who trust in Jesus have the love of God on their side in this 

ongoing struggle.  Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Love is the 

most durable power in the world … Love is the only force 

capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.”  Love is the 

only force capable of transforming swords into plowshares.  

Blessed be our God, the Lord of All, the Lover of all. 


